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The current state of assessment prac�ces:
• Pencil-paper ac�vi�es;
• Standardized tests;
• Overuse of lectures.

Changes in students’ a�tudes, popula�ons and learning philosophies:
• The growing diversity of student popula�on;
• Construc�vism as the dominant educa�on philosophy;
• The need to move from tradi�onal to authen�c assessment.

Introduc�on
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Rubrics vs. Teacher-Based Tests
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• Rubrics have li�le to do with scoring;
• Expecta�ons are clarified;
• The goal of the assignment is well
    understood;
• Provide informed feedback.

BUT
• Task-specific criteria;
• Too general or too detailed;
• Language proficiency.

Rubrics
• Sensi�ve to student needs;
• Meet the needs of diversity students;
• Enhance the quality of ongoing
   assessment in the classroom;
• Rely on instruc�on.

BUT
• Cannot be standardized;
• The validity and reliability of
   outcomes are doub�ul.

Teacher-made tests



Rubrics are the best choice for diverse students in a
health care course:
• Rubrics criteria cause posi�ve effects on instruc�on;
• Rubrics are highly effec�ve in evalua�ng students’ progress in
   mul�dimensional tasks;
• Rubrics facilitate and mo�vate ac�ve construc�on of knowledge
   by diverse students;
• Rubrics allow evalua�ng both the process and product of
   learning (Montgomery, 2002).

Rubrics: The Best Choice for Diverse
Students
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Self-assessment and peer-assessment:
• Monitor the progress;

• Eliminate hesita�on and uncertainty;

• Achieve the balance of instructor and students’
   feedbacks;

• Iden�fy the major weaknesses and allow students to
   express their reac�ons and a�tudes.

Other Assessment Models

5



6

Anderson, R.S. (1998). Why talk about different ways to grade? The shi� from
tradi�onal assessment to alterna�ve assessment.
New Directions for Teaching and Learning, 74, 5-16.

Andrade, H.G. (2005). Teaching with rubrics: The good, the bad, and the ugly.
College Teaching, 53(1), 27-30.

Montgomery, K. (2002). Authen�c tasks and rubrics: Going beyond tradi�onal
assessments in college teaching. College Teaching, 50(1), 34-39.

Popham, W.J. (1997, October). What’s wrong – and what’s right – with rubrics.
Educational Leadership, 72-75.

Saddler, B. & Andrade, H. (2004). The wri�ng rubric. Educational Leadership, 62(2), 
48-52.

References


